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Miss Home Coming and her attendants as she was own* by Mr. (,. J. Thomas at the annual Alumni celebration. 
EST EI. I, K ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF ALUMNI ASS'N 
On May 20, 19,19, the Prairie View 
Alumni and Ex-students Association 
elected Professor II. S. Estelle of 
the State Extension Se rvice, Presi­
dent. Professor Estelle succeeds 
Professor 0. J. Thomas who has 
been President for seven years, dur­
ing which time the Alumni and Ex-
students furnished the lobby of An­
derson Hall, placed rugs in that 
building, assisted with furnishing 
the Guest House, bought an organ 
for the college and held the memo­
rable reunion of the class of 1885, as 
well as other accomplishments. The 
above program amounted to nearly 
.8:1,500.00, more than has been donat­
ed in the fifty-five years of Prairie 
View's history. 
Professor Estelle w as elected 
unanimously when Mr. Thomas made 
it known that he would not be a 
candidate for the office again. The 
new president promised a construc­
tive and progressive term of office. 
The newly elected officers are: 
Mr. II. S. Estelle, President 
Mrs. Jessie Robinson, First Vice 
Mr. S. O. Parrish, Second Vice 
Mr. R. T. Tatum, Treasurer 
Mr. Lee C. Phillip, Executive Sec'y 
Mrs, Lula M. White, Recording Sec'y 
Mr. A. W. McDonald, Parliamenta­
rian 
Mr. N. N. Tarver, Chaplain 
Mr. F. J. Robinson, Sargeant-at-
ar ms 
HOME COMING 19.18 
The Local Alumni Club inaugurat­
ed a new feature for Home Coming, 
the crowning of Miss Home Coming. 
Miss Dora Lee of the Houston-
Prairie View Club was chosen for 
the first year. Mrs. Lula Madison 
White is president of the Houston 
Club and R. W. Milliard is President 
of the Local Alumni Club. 
The Local Alumni Club sponsored 
the Home Coming and the Alumni 
Day entertainment as well as other 
pro.jects, which included presenting 
John Marion with a leather bag. The 
Home Coming Day Float Parade 
was the most unique display seen on 
the campus. 
If you are borne down by trouble, 
remember the apt words of Carlyle: 
"The eternal stars shine out as soon 
as it is dark enough."—Beecher. 
REPORT ON CONFERENCE OF 
NEGRO LIBRARIANS 
The Fifth Annual Conference of 
Negro Librarians of Texas convened 
at Prairie View State College on 
March 9, 1939. The presiding officer 
at this session was Miss A. M. 
Akins, Librarian of Blackshear Ele­
mentary School, Austin, Texas, and 
Secretary of the Conference. 
Central Topic 
The topic for discussion at the 
1939 Conference was "An Examina­
tion of Some Pertinent Library Ser­
vices." With this central theme in 
mind, Mrs. A. P. Wilson, Instructor 
in Education, Prairie View State 
College, told the Conference "What 
the Teacher Expects of the Libra­
rian"; Miss Nellie Turner, Assistant 
Librarian, Prairie View State Col­
lege, discussed "What the Librarian 
Expects of the Teacher"; and Mrs. 
Fannie M. Ussey-Lowe, Librarian, 
Houston College for Negroes, shared 
with the Conference her ideas on 
"Analyzing the Library Book Stock 
to Correlate the School Subjects 
with the Book Supply." 
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Lecturers, attendants, and visitors at the Post Graduate Medical Assembly 
I'RAIRIE VIEW RELAYS AND 
TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
HIGHLIGHTS OF VARSITY 
ATHLETICS 
Each year thousands of people are 
attracted to Prairie View by various 
Athletic Activities. Two of the most 
outstanding athletic events are the 
Annual Prairie View Relays and 
Tennis Tournament and the Annual 
southwestern Open Tennis Tourna­
ment. The Annual Prairie View Re­
lays and Tennis Tournament are 
_~d in the spring while the South-
_Mern Open Tennis Tournament is 
id in the summer. 
The Ni. .tit Annual Prairie View 
lays were held Friday and Satur-
ay April 8 and 9, 1939, on Black-
^hear Field. The events this year 
proved to be the most thrilling in the 
history of the meet. Nineteen new 
'nnntinnpd on P?lO'e 
The remarkable play of the P. V. 
Panthers, the brilliant running of 
her track stars, both girls and boys, 
and the splendid performances of 
those who carried the colors in the 
contests on the hardwood floor were 
certainly highlights in a very suc­
cessful year of athletics at Prairie 
View. Beginning the football sea­
son with one of the smallest squads 
in years and by far the most inex­
perienced, it was a question as to 
how Prairie View would survive an 
eleven-game schedule. However, the 
boys set themselves to the task, 
worked hard, and as a result gave 
Prairie View one of her best teams, 
(Continued on page 7) 
Twenty-three Activities 
Were Held 
POST GRADUATE MEDICAL 
ASSEMBLY HELD IN MARCH 
One of the outstanding activities 
of the Department of Health during 
the year 1938-1939 was the acting as 
host for the third Annual Post Grad­
uate Medical Assembly, held at 
Prairie View State College. This 
assembly is sponsored by the Texas 
Tuberculosis Association, Miss Pan­
sy Nichols, Executive Secretary; 
the Texas State Department of 
Health, Dr. George W. Cox, Direc­
tor; the Lone Star Medical Dental 
and Pharmaceutical Association, Dr. 
J .  M .  F r a n k l i n ,  P r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  
Prairie View State College, Mr. 
W. R. Banks, Principal. 
Miss Pansy Nichols of the Texas 
T u b e r c u l o s i s  A s s o c i a t i o n  d e s e r v e s  
much of the credit for the success 
of the assembly. It was through 
her untiring' effort and zeal that the 
first one of these meetings materi­
alized. Her efforts secured for the 
assembly such outstanding men in 
the medical field as Dr. Herman 
Johnson, Houston, Texas; Dr. Rod­
erick Brown, Pittsburg, Pa.; Dr. 
Samuel Milliken, Houston, Texas; 
Dr. T. K. Lawless, Chicago, 111.; Dr. 
C. Leon Wilson, Chicago, 111.; Dr. 
Walter Maddux, of the U. S. Public 
Health Service; Dr. Connie Yer-
wood, Austin, Texas; Dr. M. O. 
Bousfield, Chicago, 111.; Dr. Holman 
Taylor, Fort Worth, Texas; Dr. E. 
W. Bertner, Houston, Texas; Dr. R. 
A. Von.-ierlh.er, U. S. Public Health 
Service; Dr. F. H. Lancaster, Hous­
ton, Texas; Dr. John Potts, Fort 
Worth, Texas; and Mr. A. W. Dent, 
Flint Goodridge Hospital. 
The assembly has as its ultimate 
objective the lowering of the nurn-
(Continued on page 6) 
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m i r y  Improvement Activities: (1) A two ro m, shack occupied by a family of four; (2) A group of 
community people cooperating in constructing a four-ro >m house for the family; (3) House completed; (4, 5, 8) 
Jgging a wetf landscape and paint work is completed; and (6. 7) Community people cooperating in 
EVENTS CONDUCTED BY THE 
DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE 
The Waller County Coordinated 
Program 
During the early part of the school 
year the Waller County Teachers 
were organized into a Waller County 
Coordinated and Cooperative Im­
provement Association for Commu­
nity Leaders and AVorkers. 
This organization had for its ob­
jective the improvement of the eco­
nomic, social and educational wel­
fare of Negroes in AValier County. 
The following things were accom­
plished during the year: 
1. Surveyed a total of 5G7 homes 
in the county for the purpose of de-
terming community needs ond re­
sources. 
2. Three homes were repaired in 
the Hempstead community. 
3. Constructed one home in AVal­
ier and repaired one home. 
4. The schoolhouse in the Silent 
Grove community was reconstructed. 
5. One church in the Harpers 
Community was repaired. 
G. Two wells were dug in tiic 
Pattison community. 
7. Seven wells were dug in the 
Louisville Community. 
8. Three church lawns were land­
scaped and improved and one church 
was painted in the Hempstead Com­
munity. 
In addition to the above activities 
many other facts were obtained that 
will lead to the formulation of a defi­
nite program of work for the ensu­
ing year. Approximately seven 
meetings were conducted through­
out the year under supervision from 
Prairie View College for the purpose 
of studying conditions in the county 
and possibilities for improvement. 
These meetings were actively parti­
cipated in by the 35 teachers that 
make up the teaching force of the 
twelve schools in AValier County. 
The AVinfer Short Course for 
Farmers 
During the month of January, 
1939, the Division of Agriculture 
conducted its Fourth Annual AAhnter 
Lhort Course for farmers. A total 
number of 42 farmers from various 
sessions of the state spent ten days 
at the college taking eouses in the 
ioilowmg phases of farm activity: 
(1) Farm Carpentry; (2) Farm 
Blacksmithing; (3) Mattress mak­
ing; (4) Shoe Repairing; (5) Can­
ning; (G) Harness Repairing; (7) 
Cooking, and (8) Sewing. All farm­
ers that participated in this meet­
ing were permitted to do the follow­
ing things for improvement of their 
farms: make rope, repair or make 
mattresses, repair harness, tan hides 
repair old furniture, repair farm 
equipment, such as hoes, axes, shov­
els, and trace chains, make latches, 
hinges, and other small blacksmith 
j o b s ,  r e p a i r  p l o w s ,  s h a r p e n  p l o w  
points and can beef. This activity 
will he continued for the ensuing 
year. 
N. F. A. Judging Contest, State 
Convention, and Basketball 
Tournament 
The Texas Association of New 
Farmers of America held their 
eighth annual convention, thirteenth 
annual Judging contest and their 
seventh annual State Basketball 
Tournament on March first through 
March second, 1939. There were 102 
local chapters represented in the 
convention, each of which sent an 
average of three delegates. There 
were 107 chapters represented in the 
(Continued from page 4) 
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One of the phases of training Negro 4-H Club boys in judging corn at 
the 32nd Annual Farmers Short Course. 
FIELD ACTIVITIES OF NEGRO 
COUNTY AND HOME AGENTS 
C. H. AValier, State Leader 
H. S. Estelle, District Agent 
J. H. AViliiams, District Agent 
Mrs. I. AV. Rowan, Supervising Home 
Demonstration Agent 
Mrs, J. 0. A. Connor, District Agent 
The Thirty-Second Annual Farm­
ers Short Course was held at Prairie 
View College August 13-14-15-16, 
1939. Two thousand men, women, 
boys and girls were in attendance. 
The lay sermon was delivered by Mr. 
G. AV. Buchanan, of Prairie View, 
Sunday, August 13, who spoke on 
"Unselfishness." In the auditorium 
demonstrations were given in vege­
tables, fruits, grain, meat, dairy and 
poultry. 
Other outstanding speakers on the 
program were Mr. Jack Shelton, Vice 
Director and State Agent, College 
Station, Texas; Miss Mildred Horton, 
Vice Director and State Home Dem­
onstration Agent, College Station, 
Texas; Mrs. L. M. Hughes, Cameron, 
Texas; Mr. J. C. Kellam, N. Y. A., 
Austin, Texas; Mr. E. A. Miller, 
AAA, AVashington, D. C. 
Twenty-five per cent of the 76,000 
Texas Negro farm families own their 
farms, stated Mr. Jack Shelton, Vice 
Extension Director and State Agent 
from College Station, addressing the 
2,000 Negro delegates from 53 coun­
ties who were at Prairie View at­
tending the 32nd Annual Farmers 
Congress and Short Course. Adults 
and 4-H club members participated 
in judging contests, instructional 
courses and demonstration, objec­
tively directed towards vitalizing the 
Congress motto: "More Food and 
Feed on Texas Farms." In his ad­
dress Mr. Shelton described several 
Negro farms which he has recently 
visited and told his audience that the 
test of a good farmer is the amount 
of food and feed supplies which he 
has grown and stored for year round 
use on the farm and in the home. 
Mr. E. A. Miller, assistant to Di­
rector, Southern Division, Agricul­
tural Adjustment Administration, of 
AAhishington, D. C., explained the 
new feature of the 1940 AAA pro­
gram which provides payments for 
the family garden and in stressing 
the AAA benefit payments told the 
group that "you cannot have diver­
sified farming until you have diver­
sified thinking." 
Principle AV. R. Banks welcomed 
the visitors and stated that "the 
need for adequate income is the 
greatest problem facing the Negro 
today." He commended the Negro 
home demonstration agents for their 
excellent service in teaching econo­
mical short-cuts in household man­
agement and praised the Negro 
mother fov her ability to "stretch 
her meager income in order to feed 
and clothe her children." 
VARSITY ATHLETICS— 
(Continued From Page 1) 
winning seven games, losing two and 
tying two. Perhaps their most spec­
tacular performance was the crush­
ing defeat administered Tuskegee, 
one of her traditional rivals, on New 
Year's day—a 34-0 triumph. This 
was the worst defeat Tuskegee ever 
suffered at the hands of a southwest 
conference team. 
The basketball season was not 
very successful for the boys. This 
year marked the first for the Pan­
thers on an inside court. Many 
tilings hampered their progress, 
most of which have been ironed out 
and in another year, you may expect 
to see Prairie View right up among 
the best in this sport. The girls, 
with the absence of several stars 
from the previous year, went about 
the duty of defending their cham­
pionship in fine style. Their defeat 
of the veteran Mary Allen team and 
the tie game with Tillotson easily 
high-lighted their season. 
The graduation of the internation­
ally famous John Marion, one of 
Prairie View's greatest track stars, 
was certainly a blow to the thinly 
clad. However, through the efforts 
of the veterans, Alliniece, Pickett, 
and Marks, along with a few new­
comers, Prairie View still holds her 
enviable position in track among Ne­
gro colleges. Participating in the 
Drake Relays for the first time, the 
boys were able to win two third 
places in two major relays. They 
successfully defended their cham­
pionship in the mile relay at Tuske­
gee, thereby closing a splendid col­
lege season. 
By far bur best performance in 
track for the year was turned in by 
Fred Alliniece at the National AAU 
Meet at Lincoln Nebraska, July 3 
and 4. After winning the Junior 
400 meters on the third, in the splen­
did time of 48.5 seconds, Fred came 
back the next day and ran the fast­
est heat in the senior competition 
(48.3). Forty-five minutes later he 
led a field of picked 400 meter men 
for more than three-fourths of the 
distance, before the strain of the 
earlier race and the performances 
of the day before began to take their 
toll. He finally finished fourth. His 
performance was good enough to es­
tablish him as one of the most con­
sistent runners of the year. 
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CONFERENCE FIERI) ON SOCIAL, 
ECONOMIC, EDUCATIONAL 
PROBLEMS 
The conference on Social, Econom­
ic and Educational Problems of Ne­
groes in the Southwest was held at 
Prairie View State College, Decem­
ber- 15-10, 1988. 
The purpose, as was suggested by 
Professor D. B. Taylor, of the State 
Department of Education, Austin, 
Texas, was to discuss problems that 
were pertinent to the Southwest Re­
gion, paricularly to Texas. A group 
of topic* were arranged for two days 
and specialists irt the particular 
fields designated were asked to dis­
cuss problems for- the symposium. 
Principal W. R. Banks presided for 
the two days. 
Topics discussed were an over­
view of the main social, economic 
and educational problems of this re­
gion by Professor D. B. Taylor; 
Land Utilization in Texas as a Spe­
cial Problem for Education, Dr. W. 
B. Oir, Land Specialist, College Sta­
tion; Farm Machinery and Its Ef­
fects upon Tenancy, Dr. C. N. Ham­
ilton, Rural Economist, College Sta­
tion; Cooperatives in This Section, 
Dr. Russell, Professor of Rural So­
c i o l o g y ,  C o l l e g e  S t a t i o n ;  L a b o r  
Problems in Texas, Mi-. C. W. Rice, 
Editor of Negro Labor- News, Hous­
ton; Health Control in Texas, Dr. 
Coleman, State Dept. of Health, 
Austin; Midwifery irr Texas, Dr. 
Yerwood, State Dept. of Health, 
Austin; Housing Conditions of Ne­
groes in this Section, Deatr Jones, 
Tillotson College, Austin; Youth 
EDUCATI()NAL CONFERENCE 
"The Negro Church in Texas as 
an Educational Agency" was the 
theme of tire Tenth Educational Con­
ference which was held at Prairie 
\ iew Mar eh 10, 19719. The program 
lor the oafiS-ence was as follows: 
Subject: "The Negro Church in 
Texas as an Educational Agency." 
Presiding: Dr. L. A. Woods, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion, Austin, Texas. 
Session 9:15 A. M. 
1. Music—The College Chorus 
8. Invocation—Tire Reverend Hen­
ry V. Murplr, Chaplain, Prairie View 
College 
3. Purpose of the Tenth Educa­
tional Conference—Prof. D. B. Tay­
lor-, Special Supervisor, Texas State 
Department of Education, Austin 
10:00-11): If, A. M. 
•1. Tire Negro Church in Texas— 
General Study—Prof. J. B. Cade, 
Director of Arts and Sciences Divi­
sion, Prairie View 
10:15-11:30 A. M. 
5. A Critical Study of the Negro 
Church in Waller County—Prof. W. 
It. Harrison, Professor of Rural So­
ciology, Prairie View 
11:30 A. M .-1:0ft I'. M. 
0. Questions—Discussions 
7. Adjournment at 1:00 P. M. 
8. Lunch at 1:15 P. M., College 
Dining Hail 
A fuller report of the presenta­
tions, both by J. B. Cade and Profes­
sor W. It. Harrison, will be found in 
the proceedings of the Tenth Educa­
tional Conference which will be off 
the Prairie View Press on or before 
Thanksgiving, 1939. Those interest­
ed in securing copies may do so by 
writing directly to Principal W. R. 
Banks. 
The attendance at the conference 
exceeded that of any previous meet­
ing. More than 1,500 people were 
present. 
Problems irr This Region, Mr-. Mont­
gomery Walls, Professor of Sociolo­
gy, Houston College; The Negro 
Church in This Section, Dean V. E. 
Darriel, Wiley College, Marshall; The 
Availability of Elementary Educa­
tion tor Negroes in This Regiotr, 
Ifet J. T. Brasher, Dallas; The 
Availability of Secondary Education 
for- Negroes in This Region, Profes-
sor J. B. Cade, Prairie View; The 
Ai ailability of College, Graduate 
gird Professional Education for Ne­
groes irr This Region, Dr. E. M. 
HOMEMAKING SECTION OF THE 
COORDINATED CONFERENCE 
The purpose of the homemaking 
section of the coordinated conference 
was to demonstrate various activi­
ties and effective ways of improving 
home and family life. 
Sixty-one workers, teachers and 
interested persons enrolled in this 
section. These persons were divid­
ed into five groups: 
1. Food needs 
2. Food preservation 
3. Home improvement 
4. Household bedding 
5. New Homemakers of America 
Each member of each committee 
was given an opportunity to parti­
cipate irr some constructive and prac­
tical project in tire five areas. At 
the end of four days of guidance and 
work, an educational exhibit repre­
senting the five committees was set 
up as a part of the whole coordinat­
ed movement. 
From all indications Texas com­
munities will be greatly benefited 
from this meeting. It is hoped that 
the next annual joint conference to 
study coordinated and coopex-ative 
programs for Texas communities 
will provide a greater opportunity 
for the Home Economics section to 
solve move of the homemaking prob­
lems which are so evident today. 
Norris, Prairie View; The Extent of 
Status of Adult Education, Dr. J. V. 
Melton, Specialist in Adult Educa­
tion, Austin; The Availability of Li­
brary Services for Negroes in This 
Section, Mr. O. J. Baker, Prairie 
View; Summary of Conference, Mr. 
J. P. Wilson, Prairie View. 
AG EVENTS— 
(Continued from page 2) 
Judging Contest and 1G N. F. A. dis­
tricts represented in the Basketball 
Tournament. Approximately 2,659 
N. I-. A. members and advisers were 
present from various sections of the 
state and witnessed the most colox--
ful convention in the history of the 
Texas Association of New Farmers 
of America. 
The Texas Association of New 
F a r m e r s  o l  A m e r i c a  v o t e d  b e s t  
wishes and congratulations to J. W. 
Smith of Cause, Texas who was the 
first candidate from Texas for he 
Superior Farmers' Degree, which was 
(Continued on page 5) 
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HOME DEMONSTRATION WORK 
Fifth Texas 4-H Encampment For 
Girls 
The Fifth Texas 4-II Encampment 
for Girls was held at Prairie View 
College August 9-13, 1939, with 33 
counties represented and an enx'oll-
ment of 115 including 88 4-H girls, 
26 sponsors and 1 visitor. Three 
girls and one sponsor was the maxi­
mum number expected from a coun­
ty. Sixty of the camp girls were 
eligible to wear the regulation 4-H 
girls' uniform which added color and 
atmosphere to the camp site. 
Emphasizing the health 'LI' the 
girls in camp were given a physical 
examination at the Prairie View 
Hospital and suggestions were made 
towards improving the physical de­
fects found. 
The courses offered the girls were 
C l o t h i n g - ,  F o o d  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  
Handicraft. A course in Leadership 
Training was given the sponsors. 
Regular periods were set aside daily 
for devotionals, health talks, music, 
including music appreciation and 
recognition, talent participation and 
group singing of select 4-H club 
songs; and recreation that included 
health exercises and games. 
Twenty-seven girls enrolled in the 
clothing course and were given in­
structions in dressmaking. The girls 
went on a shopping trip and selected 
their own materials for dressmaking 
from a large assortment of piece 
goods. The dresses selected ranged 
in prices from eighty cents to $1.53. 
Two hours were given to this fea­
ture after which time the girls re­
turned to the campus and proceeded 
to make the dresses. 
The 20 girls enrolled in handi­
craft were given instructions in 
chair caning. Each gii'l was sup­
plied with a stool and flat reed. At 
the close of the course the stools 
caned by the girls became their per­
sonal property. 
In the Food Preparation course in­
structions were given in vegetable 
xxnd fruit cookery and in planning 
and filing recipes. Twenty-nine girls 
took advantage of this coui-se. 
There were 37 women in the Lead­
ership Training group. Twenty-six 
of these women were the sponsors 
who accompanied the girls and stay­
ed in camp with them throughout 
the camp period. Parliamentary 
procedure, duties of a sponsor, and 
records of club work were the things 
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Recreation period at the Annual 4-H Girls Encampment 
PRAIRIE VIEW RELAYS— 
(Continued from page 3) 
ham, Austin, Houston, Beaumont, 
mont, Navasota, and New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Took part in the Tenth 
Annual Southwestern Open Tennis 
Tournament held at Prairie View 
College, June 19-24, 1939. 
Seeded players in the men's sin­
gles were ranked in the order named 
below: 
Lloyd Scott, Jimmie McDaniels, 
Richard Cohen, Ted Lawson, R. E. 
Dixon, Hobart Thomas. 
The first four named advanced to 
the semi-finals where Cohen was de­
feated by Scott 2-6, 4-6, 4-6; and 
Lawson was defeated by McDaniels 
1-6, 5-7, 1-6. 
In the finals Lloyd Scott, display-
taken up in the Leadership Training 
group. 
The Texas 4-H Girls Council met 
each day. After the regular busi­
ness meetings the features included 
on the program were health talks by 
a local nurse on personal hygiene, 
community health, home nursing 
and clinic findings. 
Camp activities on Saturday af­
ternoon took the form of a picnic 
supper at "Camp Oaks." 
"A Life of Helpfulness" was the 
subject of the Sunday School lesson 
taught the 4-H clubbers on Sunday, 
August 13. The group entered into 
the discussions with interest and en­
thusiasm. This feature closed the 
the camp program. The girls who 
remained after the close of the en­
campment period were absorbed by 
the State Short Course which began 
August 14, 1939. 
ing beautiful form and remarkable 
speed, defeated Jimmie McDaniels 
3-6, 6-4, 6-3, 8-6. 
In the final round of the men's 
doubles Jimmie McDaniels and Rich-
a'd Cohen defeated Lloyd Scott and 
Ted Lawson easily 6-3, G-2, 6-2 to 
w in the Southwestern Doubles 
Championship. 
Agnes Lawson continued to domi­
nate in the women's singles, which 
she won, defeating Miss Hatehett in 
the final round 6-1, 9-7. 
Each year these outstanding ath­
letic events continue to grow in pop­
ularity and are drawing the out­
standing athletes in this section of 
the country. According- to the Ath­
letic Director, Dr. E. B. Evans, plans 
are now being formulated to make 
the 1940 events surpass all events 
in the history of the two athletic 
meets. 
AG EVENTS— 
(Continued from page 4) 
conferred on him at the Natioxxal 
Convention. 
Conference of Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers in Texas 
The Twenty Second Annual Con­
ference of Colored Teachers of Vo­
cational Agriculture in Texas was 
held at Prairie View College on 
May 29, through June 2, inclusive. 
This conference was finally merged 
into a Coordinated Institute for Min­
isters, J canes Workers, Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers, Home Making 
Teachers, Tx-ades and Industrial 
Workers and Extension Sei-vice 
Workers. A total number of 380 
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MIDWIVES CONFERENCE HELD 
MAY 12, 1939 J_-l 
It can bo said without fear of con­
tradiction that at least twenty-five 
per cent of the babies born in the 
United States each year are deliver­
ed by midwives. No doubt among 
Negroes this percentage, is some­
what higher than the general aver­
age. The medical profession does 
not approve or encourage the prac­
tice of midwifery, but considers it a 
necessary evil which must be en­
dured. There are so many who can­
not afford the expense of medical 
care and hospitalization, hence, they 
are of a necessity forced to seek the 
services of the midwife. 
Several years ago Prairie View 
State College, through its Depart­
ment of Health, sponsored the first 
Midwives Conference for the mid-
wives of Waller County. Inasmuch 
as the practice of midewifery is a 
necessary evil which must be endur­
ed, it is logical to conclude that they 
should be trained as much as possi­
ble for this work. In order to meet 
this need a one-day course has been 
given them each year. The confer­
ence was held May 12 this year and 
was well attended, having thhe larg­
est enrollment since they began. 
There were 24 registered at this 
conference. 
The objective of the conference 
was to teach the midwife the basic 
principles: of asepsis in home deliv­
ery and the subsequent care of the 
infant and the mother. This was 
done by demonstration and lecture. 
Questions were asked the midwives 
as to their method of doing certain 
things and these methods criticized 
and a better way shown them. 
This work was done under the 
supervision of Mrs. Cora A. Estues, 
R. N., and Mrs. Carolyn Lipscomb, 
R. N. There was an unusual amount 
of interest manifested by the attend­
ing members. They assured those 
who were in charge that the confer­
ence had been quite a help to them 
and that they were going back to 
their communities and put into prac­
tice things that they had learned. 
It is felt that the effort of Prairie 
View State College along this line 
is not a waste of time or energy. If 
only it means the saving of the life 
of one infant or mother it is well 
worth the effort. 
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Group in attendance at the Annual Midwives Conference held on May 12, 1939 
POST GRADUATE ASSEMBLY-
(Continued from page 1) 
ber of cases of syphilis, Tuberculo­
sis, and infant mortality among the 
Negroes of Texas. The assembly 
brings to the Negro Physicians of 
Texas the latest accepted theories 
and techniques in the treatment of 
these diseases. The method of pre­
sentation was through lectures, ac­
tual demonstrations with patients, 
lantern slides and moving pictures. 
Each day was divided into a morn­
ing and afternoon session with Pub­
lic Health meetings on the evenings 
of the first two days. The sessions 
were well attended with over seven­
ty practicing physicians registered. 
Most of them came and stayed the 
four full days with a few coming in 
for one day and then returning 
home. These physicians came from 
every section of Texas where Ne­
groes reside in large numbers . The 
Assembly is no doubt serving a vi­
tal need of the Negro Physician in 
Texas and its effects are far reach­
ing. 
At the present time plans and 
preparations are going forward for 
the 1940 session under the able di­
rection of the Steering Committee 
composed of Dr. C. W. Pemberton, 
Houston, Texas; Dr. C. S. Yerwood, 
Austin, Texas; Dr. J. M. Franklin, 
Prairie View, Texas; Dr. Tlielma 
Patten, Houston, Texas; Dr. R. A. 
Ransom, Fort Worth, Texas; Dr. M. 
L. Preacher, San Antonio, Texas; 
Dr. Connie Yerwood, Austin, Texas; 
Dr. J. G. Gathings, Houston, Texas; 
Dr. H. E. Lee, Houston, Texas; Dr. 
II. D. Patton, Palestine, Texas; Dr. 
G. T. Coleman, Marshall, Texas; Dr. 
L. G. Pinkston, Dallas, Texas; Dr. 
P. G. Byrd, Beaumont, Texas; Dr. 
O. W. MePeters, Texarkana, Texas; 
and I)r. J. S. Sealy, Bryan, Texas. 
This committee readily responds to 
the call of the Executive Secretary, 
Miss Pansy Nichols, whenever she 
is in need of its consultation. 
WYATT CHAPEL COMMUNITY 
PROJECT 
The primary aims in the Wyatt 
Chapel Community project were to 
make the completed house structures 
more livable and to aid the home-
makers in the care and upkeep of 
the homes, as well as to beautify 
the exteriors. 
The members of the community 
met at the homes of Mrs. Ogie 
Broughton and Mrs. Bishop King at 
various times to carry on their 
work. 
Seatless chairs were made usable 
by constructing seats from rubber 
inner tubing. Rugs were made from 
silk stockings. Children's clothes 
were cut from flour sacks. Sugges­
tions were given for making kit­
chens more convenient. Suggestions 
were also given to improve the 
grounds surrounding the houses. 
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A section of the crowd which gathered to witness the Intercollegie.te Relay Carnival and Tennis Tournament 
held on the campus on April 8 and 9, 1939. 
INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE PRAIRIE VIEW RELAYS— 
Eleven hundred schools enrolled 
to participate in the Interscholastic 
League of Colored Schools held at 
Prairie View College April 21-22, 
1939. The State Meet serves as a 
clearing house for the County and 
District Meet. The county winners 
go to the District Meet and the Dis­
trict Winners go the State Meet. 
Approximately three thousand per­
sons attended the Interscholastic 
League at Prairie View College. 
Classes A and B Schools competed 
on one day and Classes C and D 
Schools competed on another day. 
Class AA Schools competed on the 
days of the Inter-Collegiate Meet. 
AA Schools come to Prairie View 
without eliminations, giving the ath­
letes the advantage of seeing col­
legiate competition in action. Events 
participated in are: 
Literary 
Junior Spelling, Senior Spelling, 
Senior Declamation, Junior Declama­
tion, Debating, Arithmetic, Essay 
Writing. 
Music 
Male Quartet, Mixed Quartet, Vo­
cal (Female), Female Quartet, Piano, 
Vocal (Male). 
Athletics 
120 Yards High Hurdles, 1 Mile 
Run, 220 Yards Low Hurdles, 220 
Yards Dash, 1 Mile Relay, Pole 
Vault, High Jump, Broad Jump, 100 
(Continued From Page 1) 
records were established during- the 
meet. Xavier University accounted 
for eight of these new records. 
In the relays Prairie View's mile 
relay team was defeated by Tuske-
gee. Xavier's 440 yard relay7 team 
set a new record of 42.G seconds and 
the two mile relay team lowered the 
old record by 2 seconds, negotiating 
the distance in 8 minutes 18 seconds. 
The record for he 440 yard run was 
also lowered by Xavier. 
In the field events the following 
athletes from Xavier established 
new records: 
Blockett, broad jump, 22 ft. 8 in.; 
Yards Dash, 440 Yards Dash, Sprint 
Medley, 880 Yards Run, Shot Put, 
Discus Throw, Javelin Throw. 
Tennis 
Men's Singles, Women's Singles, 
Men's Doubles, Women's Doubles. 
Every precaution is used in seeing 
that fair play and justice is render­
ed every contestant. Rules and Reg­
ulations are printed from the office 
of the Executive Secretary, Mr. W. 
R. Banks, with the assistance of the 
Executive Board of eight members. 
The number of schools entered and 
the number of contestants entered in 
this year's Interscholastic League 
were the largest in its history. 
Williamson, high jump, 6 ft. 6 in.; 
and Farmer, pole vault, 12 ft. 9 in. 
Mozelle Ellerbe of Tuskegee set a 
new record in the 100 yard dash and 
the 220 yard dash. 
Holland of Prairie View, a fresh­
man, led the field to the tape in the 
880 yard run, covering the distance 
in 2 minutes 3.8 seconds and better­
ing last year's mark of 2 minutes, 
5 seconds. 
The largest entry in the history of 
the meet was ori hand to take part 
in the women's track and field 
events. Tuskegee Institute, Mary 
Allen College, Wiley College, Hous­
ton College, Louisiana Normal and 
Prairie View College sent represen­
tatives. Tuskegee Institute with such 
national stars as Lula Hymes and 
Jessie Abbott headed the list. 
Louise Neal, 50 yard sprint cham­
pion, was defeated by Celestine Birge 
of Tuskegee in the time of 6.5 sec­
onds. No record was set. 
Tuskegee's great quarter mile re­
lay team of Birge, Abbott, Brown 
and Hymes lowered their last year's 
record by 2 seconds. 
In the tennis events, McDaniels 
of Xavier won the men's singles, 
Cohen and McDaniels of Xavier the 
men's doubles and Miss Peters of 
Tuskegee the women's singles. 
Open Tennis Tournament 
About eighty players, represent­
ing tennis clubs from Dallas, Bren-
(Continued on page 5 
